
FBCJT LEADERSHIP TEAM 
NOTICE OF NEXT-STEPS & SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
In Acts chapter 6, in the early days of the new church, there arose an issue within the 
new church.  The leadership team of the new church at that time consisted of the 
Apostles.  After being made aware of the murmuring and problems, the Bible teaches 
that the Leadership team, the Apostles, got together as a group and decided that their 
highest calling was to preach and teach. They then instructed the congregation to 
appoint 7 men of good report to provide guidance to address the administrative matter.  
We all know that this was considered the calling of the first Deacons. 
 
When murmuring arose in First Baptist Jeffersontown some years ago, this congregation 
took a similar approach.  After a lengthy and expensive court case, the church, led by 
the pastor, voted to repeal its old operating structure (the old bylaws), and create a new 
one that was based on the New Testament Church.  The church also voted on how the 
church would be managed until that new structure (Biblically based bylaws) was put into 
place.  The church voted on a Leadership Team to manage all the churches affairs until a 
new operating structure (bylaws) based on the Bible was put into place.  
 
Since that vote by the church, and until present day, we the Deacons and Pastor, the 
Leadership Team, have failed to do what the church charged us to do. We have not 
managed the church together as a team, and we have not produced new Biblically 
based bylaws for the church to vote on.  Therefore, by the authority bestowed on the 
Leadership team by the Court of Appeals, and the Church, we will complete that task. 
 
We will accomplish this task by taking the following steps: 

1. The Leadership Team will convene (that consist of the Pastor and the Deacons) 
on Saturday, February 15th at 10:00am to discuss our failure to complete the 
charge of the church and how we will now work together to accomplish this task. 

2. We will meet with the Ministry leadership of the church on Monday, February 
17th at 7:00pm to share our plans and how we will complete our task. 

3. We will meet with the church body on Wednesday night during the time we 
regularly have Bible Study (7:00pm) to bring them up to speed on what we are 
doing, why and how. 

4. We soon will present copies of the bylaws and operation manuals for all to 
review as we prepare for an eventual church meeting to vote on the new bylaws. 

 
Deacon’s Sherman Arthur, Charles Eddings, Clyde Benton, Derrick Norris and Carl 
Brazley will act as spokes persons for the Leadership Team.  The team will work as 
quickly as possible to complete the charge to present bylaws to the church for a vote, 
and to manage its affairs until that happens. The following page has excerpts from court 
and church documents supporting the authority and purpose of the Leadership Team. 

 
 



Common Wealth of Kentucky Court of Appeals - No. 2010-CA-000165-MR 
Rev. Kevin Nelson, Gregory Downs, Billy Williams, Anthony Silmon   - Appellants 

v. 
Marry Baker, Donald Barbour, Doris Barbour, Doris Carter, etc…   - Appellees 

 
On page 10: 

- “During the church meeting of March 15th, 2009, the congregation voted to 
rescind the Church’s constitution and bylaws.” 

- “In their response the appellants concede that the church’s March 15th vote to 
rescind its bylaws rendered these appeals moot.” 

On page 22: 
- “In churches where each congregation is supreme, the church may adopt rules 

and regulations as may meet with the approval of the majority. If, in the 
adoption, there is any error, mistake, or irregularity that does not affect civil or 
property rights, the actions may be corrected only by the membership.” 

- “Describing the Baptist Church, the court stated:  A Baptist Church is a pure 
democracy, and in all matters relating to its government, election of its officers, 
its articles of faith, and the management of its affairs the local congregation 
present and voting at the meeting regularly held, on any question, determines 
the matter finally until the decision is likewise revoked by the congregation.  
The local congregation determines, by it’s own by-laws, resolutions, or orders, 
the time and place as well as the method of ascertaining the will of the 
majority. From the determination of a question by a majority of the 
congregation there is no appeal to any ecclesiastical authority.  A Baptist 
congregation, as long as it acts as a local church functioning under its own laws 
and regulations, may say to all mankind that, “Mine are the gates to open and 
mine are the gates to close.”  No power may interfere with the authority of the 
local congregation so exercised. 

 
FBCJT Church Meeting March 15th, 2009 

- Pastor Nelson gave the purpose of the meeting: To revoke our current bylaws. 
- We are here today for the purpose of this meeting is to repeal, nullify the 

current bylaws and to be led by the pastor and Deacons until we can present to 
you new bylaws that will be scripturally based and Christ based.  

- The pastor thanked everyone present, gave the prayer and benediction and we 
were dismissed. 

 
First Baptist Church of Jeffersontown 

Resolution by Majority Vote of Quorum 
- WHEREAS, the congregation has the responsibility and the right to act and vote 

in the transactions of the church and, thereby, a majority of a quorum of 
members has voted its approval of the following:  


